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by Caroline Laspas-editor. The Cedar forests of Lebanon
are one of the countryods
trees themselves are held close to the hearts of all
Lebanese as it is also the
groves that exist today descend from a primeval forest of
cedars and other trees such as cypress, pine and oak that
once covered most of Mount Lebanon.

The Cedar tree was important enough in antiquity to be
mentioned in the Bible and other ancient texts and its
importance was seen across culture, trade and religious
aspects of the ancient Middle East. The exploitation of the
forests began in the 3rd millennium B.C. Over the
centuries, Assyrians, Babylonians and Persians made
expeditions to Mount Lebanon for timber or extracted
tributes of wood from the coastal cities of Canaan-
Phoenicia. The Phoenicians themselves made use of the
cedar, especially for their merchant fleets. Prized for its
fragrance and durability, the length of the great logs made
cedar wood especially desirable. It was important for
shipbuilding and was used for the roofs of the temples, to
construct tombs and other major buildings. Even the
Egyptians used cedar resin for mummification.

In the 2nd century A.D., the Roman Emperor Hadrian
attempted to protect the forest with boundary markers,
most carved into living rock, others in the form of separate
engraved stones. Today over 200 such markers have
been recorded, allowing for an approximate reconstruction
of the ancient forest boundaries. Two of these markers,
carved in abbreviated Latin, can be seen at the American
University of Beirut Museum. In the centuries after
Hadrian, Lebanon's trees were used extensively as fuel,
especially for lime burning kilns. In the Middle Ages
mountain villagers cleared forests for farmland, using the
wood for fuel and construction. The Ottomans in the 19th
century destroyed much of the forest cover and during
World War Il British troops used the wood to build railroad
between Tripoli and Haifa.

Today, the huge ancient forests can only be seen as
isolated patches of cedar trees in Lebanon. The trees
grow at high elevations and often in craggy difficult-to-
reach locations. In the north of the country, the cedars
grow in the Horsh Ehden Nature Preserve. More
inaccessible are the trees near Hadeth al-Jubbeh. In Jaj
near Laglouqg isolated specimens of cedars are still
scattered on the rocky peaks above the town. Deep in the

The Cedars of Lebanon.
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Shouf district on top of Mount Barouk, cedars some 350
kyeacs wid growoin ani eactosed grave. dleseitrees,swhichT h e
are in pristine condition, can be easily admired from outside
countryos
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The Qannoubine Water Falls, Lebanon.
Above the town of Maé@ser esh-Shouf, there is another
cedar forest, which has an extended view of the Begaa
valley. Cedar trees also grow in nearby Ain Zhalta.

The most famousc ed ar s, known as OAr z
of the Lor d®charete Inthis greve, tha aldest

in Lebanon, one can truly appreciate the magnificence of
these trees. About 375 cedars of great age stand in a
sheltered site on Mount Makmel.
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Yfrom @& dgeur of them, many hundreds of years
old, have reached a height of 35m and their trunks are
between 12-14m around. They have straight trunks and
strong branches that spread their regular horizontal
boughs like fans. Many sit perfectly balanced as seen on
the nationds fl ag. Al so
trees, planted in recent decades to ensure the future of
this national resource. The Cedar is a slow growing tree
with a long life span and requires at least 40 years before
it can even produce fertile seeds. Like any other treasure
of great antiquity, the Bcharreh cedar grove requires
special care and protection. Concern for these historic
cedars goes back to 1876 when the 102 hectare grove
was surrounded by a high stone wall. Financed by Great
Britain's Queen Victoria, the wall protects against one of
the cedar's natural enemies, the goats who enjoy feasting
on young saplings! Mor e r e
Friends of the Cedar Forest
damage and disease, caused by both man and nature that
afflicts the trees. There are 3,000m of attractive pathways
running through the forest so visitors can enjoy the grove
without causing damage.
this is Lebanon's highest range and is one of the most
dramatically beautiful spots in the country. Its centrepiece
is an ancient grove of cedars, a tree synonymous for
millennia with Lebanon itself. The smell of the trees and
the pure mountain air make it an experience to remember.
Upon leaving the forest, there are several small souvenir
shops selling beautifully crafted, sustainably produced
cedar crafts including bowls, boxes, pencils and other
cedar tree items.

The Cedars is a place to visit all year round. In summer its
high elevation makes it a wonderful escape from the humid
coast while in winter skiing is the favourite activity. The
scenery and the quality of the snow make The Cedars an
exceptional skiing venue (as we found out in the June
edition of Tourism around the World monthly). The pistes
form a natural amphitheatre and the high elevation means
the season usually lasts from December through to April.

The Cedars resort is set in an area of unusual natural and
historical interest. In half an hour you can drive from the
peak of the mountain, nearly 3,000m above the resort,
down to the bottom of the steep-sided Qadisha gorge; at
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2011-Year of Lebanon, The Cedars of Lebanon!
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The Cedars of Lebanon.
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less than 1,000m. There are rivers, springs, waterfalls,
caves and other natural formations as well as rock-cut
churches, monasteries and interesting villages to visit. And
of course, there is always a friendly welcome from the
hospitable people who live there. Around the Qadisha

wi t hi nValtey ée Village datirtg bazk te theleary Gth cemturyuis g

Hadeth al-Jubbeh and offers wonderful views of Qadisha.
Diman overlooks the Monastery of Qannoubin, Hasroun
sees traditional red roofed houses that hug the edge of the
Qadisha Valley Bgaa Kafra, is the highest village in the
country at 1,600m and is a picturesque town and is also the
birthplace of Lebanon's Saint Charbel, born in 1828. At the
head of the gorge is Bcharreh the hometown of Gibran
Khalil Gibran. The village of Hadchit sits dramatically
perched on a ledge over the gorge. The older part of town
offers traditional houses and streets, with a typical town
of t he

cave a powerful waterfall falls, especially full in the spring
months. Inside the grotto are impressive limestone
forlzn%tlgn\l% <r)]f staellagtlteséa.ﬁa%stemagg|ée%. arsé,

Close by is also Lebanon's highest peak, Qornet es-
Sawda (or Black Horn), that stands at 3088m high with
tracks for hiking. There are also some roads suitable for
four-wheel drive vehicles. From the summit, you have a
panoramic view of the coast of Lebanon towards the west.
On a clear day the island of Cyprus can be seen.

Not only is Lebanon about its nature, but food comes high
on ever ybof experiendes. This is still the case
when you are in the Cedars. The Valley of Ouyoun
Orghoch offers tented restaurants located around a large
natural spring, where the fish Trout is farmed. The cool
spring water keeps the drinks chilled and in winter one
can expect fresh show in their Arak drink rather than ice
cubes.

Once again Lebanon stands out as a jewel of a destination.
Whatever you choose to do, you will be sure of good food,
authentic hospitality and spectacular nature. y
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Asia’s Only Doublebill Event g s
M.I.C.E. | Corporate Travel ]Q
www.itcma.com | www.corporatetravelworid.com it

e Asia-Pacific

WINNINGZESIS,

Asia-Pacific's Premier MICE and Corporate Travel Event
The 19th IT&CMA and 14th CTW Asia-Pacific
4 to 6 October 2011

Bangkok Convention Centre at CentralWorld
Bangkok, Thailand

1.6 buyers: 1 exhibiting company

Maore than 50% of exhtbctm expoct to
recelve orders in the next 6 to 12 months
ranging from USS 250,000

to above USS 500,000

g the latest industry trends & news.”
Legh Villarta | Co-ordinator & Exec Asst, Robert Bosch inc

“This year packed in both days full with
appointments.”

Jaceh Abraham Van Hal | Buropean Marketing Director,
: S.T Tours (1886) European Branch

“Y was able to extend our
contacts from all over the
world, Am satisfied with the
opportunity to promote our
properties.”

Chzistine Kim | JW Mazriott Seoul

www.tourismaroundtheworld.co.uk
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Maovenpick Hotel & Resort Beirut provides you with the perfect
combination of business and leisure. The hotel offers upscale
accommodation with free high speed internet and WIFI access and
resort facilities second to none.

oo X‘ 3
Passionately Swiss.™ MOVE N PIC K

Hotel & Resort Beirut

Mévenpick Hotel & Resort Beirut

Général de Gaulle Avenue

Raoucheh 2038 6908, Beirut - Lebanon
Phone +961 1 869 666, Fax +961 1 809 326
hotel.beirut@moevenpick.com

Business haven + extensive leisure facilities.
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MARINA BAY SANDS RACES INTO F1 WEEK IN
GRAND STYLE This September; guests at Marina Bay
Sands see the destination celebrate the Singapore Grand
Prix in grand style. Shops and restaurants alike have rolled
out special deals for the turbo-charged weekend, which will
kick start on 16 September with the opening of the Southern
Crystal Pavilion. The stunning architecture of the Crystal
Pavilions - steel and glass structures on the waters of Marina
Bay - has captured the imagination of many. On 16 and 22
September respectively, Asi
Pangaea will be making their debut in this region.

aods

s - B TN A
Trendsetters can also look forward to the opening of the
worl dés first Louis Vuitton
celebration of the Singapore Grand Prix this year, Marina
Bay Sands has introduced two hotel packages for race
enthusiasts. Guests can choose between a 3-night or 4-night
package to enjoy different privileges. The Sands SkyPark
offers another vantage point for hotel guests to view the
race. On Race Night, hotel guests can observe the race from
the pool and gardens. Visually, Marina Bay Sands will be
showing support to the Grand Prix by lighting up its iconic

hotel towers with F1-themed images. For the first time ever,

Marina Bay Sands is al seupibntBraord
called the O6Finish Lineb6. Anoth
set up beside the Finish Line Bar to allow F1 fans to get

into the high-octane mood by pitting their remote control

cars against one another. Guests in the vicinity during race

nights from 23 - 25 September will also be able to enjoy an

array of dining options at Marina Bay Sands. Several
celebrity chef restaurants will be extending their opening

Rayirs tt@ gvelcome M@mﬁc foy, Bugch aag awelh nOthgr ¢
restaurants around Marina Bay Sands will also welcome

the F1 race in their own fashion. Italian restaurant and bar,

Caffé B, is also joining in the exciting F1 weekend with its

unique promotion. There is no better place to catch the F1

action than from KU DE TA at Sands SkyPark. Located

200m above ground, the restaurant and club lounge offer

one of the best vantage points for the night race.

DISCOVER THE ANCIENT WORLD WITH SWAN
HELLENIC A voyage of discovery awaits with Swan
Hellenic; explore some of t h e worl dbés mo s t
historical sites on Swan Hell en
World cruise which provides a fantastic opportunity to
experience 4 of the 7 formers sites of the Seven Ancient

I s | wondersMaf ithe owlorldp miccdmPani8de Ipyt iesighitse from | n

expert speakers to bring their stories to life. Passengers will
visit the magnificent Pyramids of Giza and the remains of
the Temple of Artemis, as well as travelling to where the
Lighthouse of Alexandria and Colossus of Rhodes once
stood. The cruise also takes in other key historical sites
across the Mediterranean, from the Minoan palace of
Knossos in Crete to the iconic Acropolis in Athens.

www.tourismaroundtheworld.co.uk
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CARTOON FORUM IN GDANSK & SOPOT - 1ST TIME
IN POLAND! This September, the city of Sopot in Poland
will host the 22nd celebration of the Cartoon Forum
Polska, a world showcase for future animation projects for
TV and new platforms. The Cartoon Forum is neither a
fair nor a festival, but rather a European co-production
forum for TV and new platforms animation. The Forum
announced 66 sixty lucky titles that will be presented to
the 700 registered professionals (more than a 3rd of which
are buyers). One of the partners who support the Forum
as the local host is Gdansk Convention Bureau, who will
help in organising the event, as well as during the event
but also during the preparation days and at the airport
welcoming arriving guests. Gdansk Convention Bureau
provided organisers with all needed information on
recommended restaurants and pubs in Gdansk and
Sopot, promotional materials and together with the local
PCO - Teja Tur helped them to organise sightseeing tours
for participants. This is the first time that the Cartoon
Forum is organized in Poland and is a great opportunity to
promote the cities across the whole region.

NEW AIRPORT IN MOZAMBIQUE Nacala City in
northern Mozambique is to get a new airport in a bid to
attract tourists and i
million airport is part of an ongoing effort to improve
infrastructure in the underdeveloped northern areas of
Mozambique. The city already has
deep-water port and will serve as an export centre for its
neighbouring landlocked countries such as Malawi and
Zambia. The existing railway line between Nacala and
Malawi is to be upgraded and 2 new lines will be added
into Nacala from more remote parts of Mozambique and
Malawi. Nacala is the gateway city for people wanting to
explore the beautiful Island of Mozambique and the
nearby coastline. The city itself already has a number of
hotels and shops. The airport will make the area more
accessible with tourists and business travellers. A civil
war, which lasted 17 years, left Mozambique one of the
poorest countries in southern Africa. The war ended in
1992 and the country now has one of the fastest-growing
economies of the last decade in Africa.

VENICE TO IMPOSE A TOURIST TAX From the end of
August tourists who book into a 5* hotel will see an extra
EUG4.50 (UKA3.90) added to

less luxurious establishments will pay a tax according to a
sliding scale of fees. In a bid to raise funds for the
maintenance of the city on water, Venice council has
imposed a tourist tax on all guests staying in hotels in
Venice, the islands scattered around the lagoon and
campsites on the Jesolo peninsular. The council hopes
this new initiative will help raise millions of euros to help
with urgent maintenance of the city that is slowly sinking
into the mud and at danger from rising tides. The popular
city, renowned for its singing gondoliers, network of
waterways and unique architecture attracts around 60,000
tourists a day, matching the 60,000-strong residential
population. Opinions are mixed with some believing the
tax will encourage more day-trippers, while others believe
the next step will be an entrance fee into the city for all. A
leading heritage group Italia Nostra (Our Italy) has warned

nvest me
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plans. Orbital Technologies plans for a new space hotel
that will accommodate up to 7 people in 4 cabins. The
space hotel is expected to be up and running in as little as
5 years. Passengers will be flown to the hotel via Russian
Soyuz rockets; the journey itself will take 2 days. Once
aboard the orhiting hotel guests will enjoy spectacular
intergalactic views. Each cabin will have binoculars, water
filters, a kitchen complete with microwave and, due to
weightlessness in space and guests will sleep in vertical
beds attached to the wall.

Each cabin will also contain a shower cubical, toilet and
washroom. The 5-day trip will cost in the region of

a7 3 P 00 U ) for
EHUSB? etso(FLg ﬁ% 064 for
plans to replace the current NASA space shuttle, while other
e show unveiled plans to fly travellers to the

sid moon by 2016 and by 2030, to Mars. Space
tourism is a real and fast-growing business. Whoever builds
the 1st new spaceship now will reap big dividends.

GROWTH IN INTERNATIONAL TOURIST ARRIVALS

International tourism grew by almost 5% in the first half of
2011, totaling a new record of 440 million arrivals,
according to UNWTO. Results confirm that, in spite of
multiple challenges, international tourism continues to
consolidate the return to growth initiated in 2010.
International tourist arrivals are estimated to have grown by
4.5% in the first half of 2011, consolidating the 6.6%
increase registered in 2010. Between January and June of
this year, the total number of arrivals reached 440 million,
19 million more than in the same period of 2010. Growth in
advanced economies (up 4.3%) has maintained strength
and is closing the gap with emerging economies (up 4.8%),
which tireen drrvr]n international tourism_ growth in
teent ehi hts trend %ﬂgc%?hecfe réhged ng teréd'in
the Middle East and North Africa, as well as a slight
slowdown in the growth of some Asian destinations
following a very strong 2010. All world sub-regions showed
positive trends, with the exception of the Middle East and
North Africa. Results were better than expected in Europe
(up 6%), boosted by the recovery of Northern Europe (up
7%) and Central and Eastern Europe (up 9%), and the
temporary redistribution of travel to destinations in
Southern and Mediterranean Europe (up 7%) due to
developments in North Africa (down 13%) and the Middle
East (down 11%). Sub-Saharan Africa was up 9% and
continued to perform well. The Americas (up 6%) was
slightly above the world average, with remarkably strong
results for South America (up 15%). Asia and the Pacific
grew at a comparatively slower pace of 5%, but this more

the

t hat t h it f than c?nsolrdat its  13% . bumper rowth of 2010.
hat e crty aces 6irr e Ve ngllbﬁ ﬂqe deébimd Bk terRd in 3004" one®f'the. most
oemnwvinmen t a I Ad isaster6 if t e8 fortrn a[trdne?l toﬁrr m |rjt &eéaae's e
the city isnot capped and crui Ssé&ctor 8ed stFoﬁg ﬁtternatronal tourist

RUSSIA PLANS FOR SPACE TRAVEL Russian
companies have revealed ambitious plans for space travel
within the next few years. At the annual air show MAKS-
2011 International Aviation and Space Show in Zhukovsky,
near Moscow, Russia-based companies revealed their

arrivals were up 6.6% to 940 m|II|0n and international
tourism receipts grew by 4.7% in real terms to reach
EUUG675, (UKA580) billion.

www.tourismaroundtheworld.co.uk
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MYANMAR HOLDS FIRST NATIONAL ECOTOURISM
WORKSHOP My anmar 6s first
organised by the newly created Myanmar Tourism Board
(MTB) was attended by around 90 participants. During the
2-day seminar, 16 specialists and operators from the
private and public sector demonstrated their knowledge of
the principles of responsible tourism as they apply to
nature-based activities, and all were eager to gain support to
further develop their ecotourism activities. All the enterprises
face the challenge of implementation in destinations to
where tourists, driven by cultural experiences, are now
returning and in an economic context where the kyat has
strongly appreciated against the dollar. The MTB will pursue
and develop more such workshops and educational training
seminars to provide more input on how to implement
responsible tourism practices at the destination level as well
to educate local communities. MTB will develop pilot projects
at specific ecotourism destinations to raise awareness for
both international and regional travellers and to diversify the
product offerings. The MTB will submit the proposed
schedule of the Responsible Myanmar Travel Conference &
Exhibition planned to be held in February 2012.

Rimini Conference Centre Italy.

RI MI NI 6 S NEW
CENTREAsone of Europeos |
art Conference Centres, the new Rimini Palacongressi is
set to open its doors, with a full programme from mid-
September. The inauguration will take place over the
weekend of October 15-16th, marked by great celebrations
in the city. Saturday will be dedicated to the official ribbon-
cutting ceremony in the presence of city officials and
guests, including Minister of Tourism and President of the

Emilia Romagna Region. Sunday wexchangepog kngwedgse camens menbers of vihe t gipbal
guided tours and events for all. philatelic community. We expect the event to attract up to
VIETNAM HERITAGE TOURISM Vi et nam of fer s aog Oot%léi'n%“frsd t'”ﬁ“l’d'”g 10\/000 overseas pa”'c'pa”‘:-f .
mined of cultural heritage, some? of Wghl Saree ewella esxoplcooit
major nternat onal events i

while others remain hidden treasures. According to
Vietham Tourism Development Research Institute, Vietnam
considers its cultural heritage as a competitive edge in
developing tourism, but overexploitation is a real risk. With
the modernisation and commercialisation of cultural
heritage sites when trying to develop tourism has led to the
distortion of many traditional cultural values. This can be
seen in Hanoi, home to over 5,000 relics, or 40% of the
countryobs total, including

However, many other ancient villages and old streets
unseen elsewhere remain off the tourism screen with travel
firms reluctant to offer Hanoi culture tours for example due
to inconvenient traffic conditions. With many relics located
in faraway villages that are inaccessible by cars and have
small muddy paths to the relics, it makes it difficult to utilise
them. In addition, Vietham also lacks tour guides with a
deep knowledge about the relics to tell travellers. Foreign
travellers are increasingly seeking to learn about the
traditional culture of the places they visit and Vietnam is
really an ideal destination for these tourists. However, a lot
of relics have not been maintained and local authorities
have no plans to preserve and promote the value of them.

national

PALACONGRESSI
argest

3

The Vietnam National Administration of Tourism and trade
expegtsohave suggestad sperdipg mogey, time and efforts
to preserve cultural heritage sites, build brands, upgrade
the transport infrastructure, and develop hotels and
restaurants. The Training Department under the Ministry
of Culture, Sports and Tourism, has emphasized the need
of training tour guides, who need a good knowledge of
historical monuments. The Ministry has decided to name
2012, 6The national

the north of the central region - Hu e 6
6heritage touri smb.

THAILAND TO HOST GLOBAL BUSINESS EVENT:
O0THAI LAND FOROHR 8WORLD PHILATELIC
EXHIBITION Thailand has signed an MOU with the
Fédération Internationale de Philatélie (World Philately
Federation) or FIP to serve as host of the World Philatelic
Exhibition in Bangkok in 2013. A cooperation agreement
with the Thailand Convention & Exhibition Bureau (TCEB)
was also signed in support of the event. With the full
backing of the private sector, the event will provide a boost
t o ThaiMll.@.B.dndustry and attract tourists as well
as stamp lovers and collectors from around the world. It is
projected that the event will generate over 2 billion baht in
revenues. The event will also mark the accomplishment of
s ome of Thail ando6sbd key
Thailandd6 campaign and wil/l
potential as a global M.I.C.E. destination. The World
Philatelic Exhibition offers an important platform to highlight
Thail andds uni que
professional services, world-class infrastructure, international
standard facilities, and a wide choice of venues. Thailand
also offers unrivalled business opportunities that further add
value for business visitors and investors. Thailand will host
the W dvld- AhilatelicNEXhibition THAILAND 2013 on the 130th
anngersary ef the kunehtokTh@fi | ame 0 s
the issue of the countryos

has hosted the event 3 times in the past as well as hosting
the World Youth Stamp Exhibition in 1999. TCEB believes
that the World Philatelic Exhibition will provide an excellent
opportunity to build intern
trade fair and exhibitions industry among participants and
visitors from around the world. It will also contribute to the

under

LUXURY TOURISM IS BOOMING IN ETHIOPIA As
luxury tourism markets are on the increase around the world,
Ethiopia is booming with demand for high end luxury tourism.
A new luxury helicopter tour has been launched in Ethiopia
to allow travellers to reach the more remote parts of the
country. The company behind the helicopter safari,
Unchartered Africa, will take passengers on an up-close-and-

U p&Esr@ictound Ethiapia, lercouiaging gneeraction with she

deeply traditional semi-nomadic tribesman of the Omo River
Delta; one of the last wild frontiers left in the world. The tour
continues into the holy city of Lalibela to see the churches
carved from solid rock over 8 centuries ago, before heading
north into the Simien Mountains, where passengers can see
the rugged landscapes of jagged peaks and steep valleys.
The journey ends in the inhospitable land of the Danakil
Depression, the hottest place on earth and home to acid
volcanoes, saline lakes and some of the strangest land
formations known on this planet - the majority of which is
accessible by aircraft only. There will be stopovers in most
places, where guests will sleep in luxury tents or hotels. y

www.tourismaroundtheworld.co.uk
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The Tourism Corporation of El Salvador
lnuctes you to the (7% edition of MITM Americas,
Wectings and Tncentive Travel Market,
to be theld in San Salvadon, EL Salvader
from Novemdber 6% ta 187, 2011,

The invitation includes:

- Up to € 650 for airfare funding.

- Up fo 4 nights accommodation in @ 5* hotel in San Salvador.

- Networking social program: Dinners, cocktails, working lunch...
- Post tours: El Salvador, Guatemala...

- 20 individual pre-scheduled meetings guaranteed.

MITM FACTS:
Exhibitors rated last MITM as: Fair 1% - Good 31% - Excellent 68%
Exhibitors rated buyers quality as: Fair 3% - Good 26% - Excellent 71%

www.mitmamericas.com gsar@gsamark.com
. MEDIA PARTNER
./7'* edclion in‘ = s
MITM m’:‘.'ilie.x. "
=¥=g="  ElSalvador é)
? Impressive! TOURISM ASCUND

www.tourismaroundtheworld.co.uk



an interview with...
Mrs. Luz Elena Coloma
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Quitods year as Ameri cas
perceived as an event marking a renaissance in
perceptions of the city.

Located at 2750kms above the sea level at the base of an
active volcano Mount Pichincha, Quito is the capital of
contrasts, a unique capital with its unique climate of Spring
of all year round that offers many attractions to all visitors.
Quito once was the cradle of people and cultures that made
of this city a unique place, and today its spreading four
centuries of memories, creation, art, ancestral knowledge,
life, determination and putting itself in the international map
of tourism.

Quito, Capital of Ecuador is geographically a strategic centre
for the Pan American economy and a city with a wealth of
talent in terms of its workforce. This provides foreign
businesses with great opportunities to conduct business to
their fullest potential.

Quito boasts many natural resources with beautiful
surrounding mountains that give the impression to be in
Switzerland. In addition, Quito is concentrating its efforts on
becoming even more environmentally aware by creating
extensive greenery within and around the city.

Beside that, Quito is determined to become on of the top 10
regional conference destinations. Quito's harmonious blend
of ancient tradition and natural beauty i t @&nsobvious
choice for meeting planners. The appeal begins with its
accessibility, made easy thanks to the new international
airport, which will be open by the end of this year and a
direct flight from Europe that will be inaugurated next
month (October).

While attending the recent Cultour Expo in Quito in July
2011, TOURISM AROUND THE WORLD Monthly
publisher, Dimitri Laspas, took time to meet with Mrs. Luz
Elena Coloma, General Manager, Quito Turismo, in order
to discover a little more about the success story of
Ecuador 6 <ityQait.iHera ik what he found out!

Why do you think Quito was chosen amongst other
Capitals of the Americas, to become the Cultural
Capital of 2011 and so far what was the benefits to
Quito? Quito was the first city to be declared a UNESCO

World Heritage Centre; together with Crakow in Poland; on
September 8, 1978. Religious architectural landmark
buildings are testimony today of works of Art created by the
illustrious Quito Art School, which is a prime representation
of Spanish Colonial Art in South America... these are two of
the many reasons why the International Committee of
Cultural Capitals designated the city as the 2011 American
Cultural Capital. We have been able to create an exciting
agenda of cultural events, promoted by the municipality of
Quito, which in their majority are completely free for the
general public. Another benefit is international attention,
highlighting Quito's attributes as a cultural and natural
heritage site, which in addition with the city's festive nature,
is reason enough to come and visit us.

In your opinion what is the conference infrastructure in
Quito like and how would rate the level of service
offered by hotels in Quito? Quito has a good conference
infrastructure in general. 5-star hotels with halls that can
host over one thousand people, emblematic buildings that
are owned by the municipality where events and
conferences can be held, for example: the Eugenio Espejo
Convention Center, which has a capacity of up to 2000
people, all these places offer the necessary infrastructure
to organize medium sized conventions and incentive
meetings that can be combined with inspiring tourism
outings to haciendas and nature reserves that offer
adventure sports, bird watching, etc. at close distance from
downtown Quito. We hope that in less than 4 years a new
convention center is built, with state-of-the-art facilities,
where the actual Quito International Airport currently lies, in
the north central area of the city, since the airport will soon
be relocated to a nearby valley.

Whatfwould yqutisayraee the¢ higgegtechallenggessin the
development of tourism in Quito (both business and
leisure) in the next 5 years? In terms of leisure tourism,
we must make more people come visit and stay longer in
our city. Although it's true that Quito is a portal to a
marvelous and mega-diverse country, we want people to
come to Quito to truly take in the Quito experience: a day
and a half stay to then visit other tourism destinations
within the country doesn't really cut it for us... we want
people to stay at least for three days.

Plaza de la Independencia, Quito.

One of the biggest challenges that Quito has to overcome
is concluding the construction of the new airport, 16 miles
(25km) east from the city. This important building site will
help connect Quito to the world, as it will count with a
longer track that will allow bigger airplanes, therefore non-
stop flights to new destinations. This represents another
challenge for the Airport Management, which has to
negotiate with leading airlines so they will operate new
routes. This is a great opportunity for the city and the country
as it will receive more tourists, opening to new markets such
as Brazil, Los Angeles increase frequency with Argentina,
New York and in the long term operate to Russia, China.
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an interview with...
Mrs. Luz Elena Coloma

Yfrom p a ghaothé €hallenge in terms of business
tourism is the construction of Quito’s convention centre.
Once the new airport is finished the convention centre will
operate where the actual airport is located. This space will
guarantee the city to host bigger events with great facilities and
infrastructure, improving the supply to international associations
and therefore becoming a competitive venue worldwide.
In terms on business tourism perhaps
the biggest challenge is developing a
stronger culture and knowledge about
the M.I.C.E. industry. Local
governments have not acknowledged
- its importance in terms of the income it
Quito generates to the different branches
Turismo involved in this type of events,
therefore the support is not enough.
Why do you believe that Quito is a safe destination for
its visitors? It truly is a safe city. Like any large city,
situations arise and tourists have been affected, but
Ecuadorian people in general are kind and warm, and
understand that tourism is very important for all sectors of
the economy. Tourists shouldn't be careless. They should
try not to expose themselves to danger, like they would
anywhere in the world. The National Police guards the main
tourism attractions, including the Historic Centre. There are
areas that should be avoided, like in any city.

How does Quito maintain its position as a destination
in the region of Améth asmarsse
of a limited budget and strong strategies in the main target
markets, In the first stage we invest in the press in order to
have Quito published in the main media of each market,
then we collaborate and cooperate with the trade to have
Quito Published in the brochures and catalogues, at the
end this two channels are addressed to the consumer in
order to motivate its decision to travel.
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What were the final figures for tourism arrivals to Quito
in 2010 (leisure and business) compared to 2009
figures and what are your predictions for 2011?

2009 2010
Tourism 345,714 369,957
Business 14,734 18,011

How do you see the future of Quito tourism in
attracting European, Chinese and Middle Eastern
Business Travellers? I'm optimistic... | think the great
tourism destinations in Europe are saturated with visitors.
Our city offers something different; the possibility of exploring
nature that is purer and wilder, to reach the celebrated
Galapagos Islands, or discover the most accessible Amazon
Basin, meet with indigenous communities who continue to
preserve their ancient traditions, marvel at spectacular
landscapes and perhaps benefit of even a more personal
experience. With the new airport, we will be a step closer to
the world. Larger planes will be able to come and go... that
will be an important opportunity for us to boost tourism.

Can you describe Quito in 25 words (+/-)? Quito is the
heart and soul of the Andes... a city with direct sunlight,
warm people, a deep blue sky and imposing landscapes
dominated by active volcanoes.

Any closing thoughts? Come to Quito. There is truly
nothing like our city... an intense cultural life, excellent quality
and variety in services, great food and infrastructure. Quito is
the gateway to spectacular tourism destinations that offer
countless adventure, sports and ecological experiences. It is
an emerging destination boasting what | think is the most
spectacular Historic Center in Latin America. Quito holds 4
centuries of memory, Art, ancestral knowledge and cultural

C 0N forbavityn & ity that is unique and is just beginning to

understand its huge tourism potential. The friendliness and
hospitality of its people will make your stay unforgettable.
Our challenge of course is to always receive more and more
tourists, hoping to become the heart of M.I.C.E. segment
events in South America. y
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Huang Shan, Anhui Province, China.

FOREST TOURISM DEVELOPMENT PLAN 8 12 % $x ... 82,
ANNOUNCED IN ANHUI PROVINCE Anhui Province fi

recentl y anno uFores dourish Bevefopmerft u i &

Pl anbd,; to build 4 blocks of fogggst tourism, 43 forest obggpuri sm
destination, 12 brands, 8 characteristics of forest tourism. s 2020 5800

Hef ei , the provincial capital i s eﬁqbecgted to become the O6City
of Lake City Tour 6 ofProtinbeeis cor e cl i es. Anhui

currently approved to build 54 forest parks, including
Tianzhu, Langyashan, and Tiantangzhai. There are 42 forest
parks that have the ability for tourists. In the Plan the aim is ° 8 8 8 8

to protect and improve the ecological environment under

the premise of the mountains, springs, wetlands, rare 8 8 8 9
birds and other landscape resources. According to the ) Ngl— &*4"W£ "POC 65m+® U_1#°PM$4>i
plan, the project will take ten years to complete. In 2010, 4 -
the province's forest tourism revenue reached CNY4.46

billion 9.5 million annual t o u r trigst By @020, the total

number of tourists will reach 58 million visitors, the annual

direct tourism income of CNY120 billion. Four forest tourism

sectors will include the cultural landscape of the forest VENETIAN MACAO HOTEL & RESORT THE 5*

tourism area in southern Anhui, Wanxi red forest eco HOTEL OE THE YEAR The Venetian Macao-Resort-Hotel
tourism, JAC Lake Forest tourism and urban wetland in is the recipient -awifipatedst Hotelyok ar 6 s

northern Anhui civilization forest tourism. The provincial
capital Hefei and Ma On Shan, Wuhu, Tongling, Chuzhou,
Anging and counties along the river with Lake Forest city are
to be included in the JAC tourist areas, focusing on the
development of forest eco-tourism, holiday resort, business
meetings, sports field development and other special
projects. 8 characteristics of the forest tourism route in the
city trip will be to link Lake City of Hefei and Chuzhou.

8
8

2020

9

the Year award, given annually by TravelWeekly China.
This is the first time that The Venetian Macao has earned
this particular distinction. The honour is a part of the
China Travel & Meetings Industry Awards, which aims to
recognise the best enterprises in China's travel, meeting
and incentive industry. Organised by a leading trade
publication of the travel industry in China, the event has
won recognition from the industry for its fairness,
0 %, ¥STx transparency, and creativity since its debut in 2002. Over
8 100,000 votes were cast during the voting phase, with
finalists in each category having been selected by a panel
of top industry experts. The judging of the awards
included criteria such as superior product and excellent
54 ¢ ¢ service, wide industry recognition and public popularity,
42 o and guaranteed fulfilment of promises to both customers
8 8 8 and partners, among many other factors. The Venetian
9 Macao is the winner of numerous industry awards,
including Best Meetings & Conventions Hotel in Macau
(2008, 2009, 2010, 2011), Best Integrated Resort in Asia
Pacific (2008, 2009), Best M.I.C.E. Hotel in Asia (2008,
2009), Best Business Hotel in Macau (2009, 2010), and
8 8 8 1.68JABIR 5m=a5/"%,a" 0 >* g Bl parent company Sands China Ltd. Chairman Sheldon G.
8 8 9 Adelson is the recipient of Hotel Investment Conference
2011 -20209>*#Y °$x 5recep» Asia Pacificds I nnovation Awar
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