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By Caroline Laspas, editoré
ltalyoés 2nd | ar
for fashion catwalks, pizza and
infinite  numbers of cafés! In
truth the city has much more to
offer with a great canal district
and a delightful castle. Here in
the February edition of Tourism
around the World Monthly our correspondents with the
assistance of local knowledge help visitors get the most
out of a short visit to this great Italian city.

To start your trip off with splendour, head for the train
station, Stazione Centrale. It is a site to behold due to its
enormous scale and stunning architecture. It is reminiscent
of Union station in Washington D.C., USA. Next stop a
traditional Italian bar, never open in the evenings but
instead the place to take a coffee and a croissant in the
morning. Real ltalian coffee houses are totally different
from exported brands like Starbucks or Café Nero, Italians
tend to stand at the bar to take their shot of espresso
coffqe\and then get on with their day.

Cities of
the World

MILAN

Piazza Cavour, Milan.
From the station, walk down Via Vittor Pisani and Via Turati
before reaching Piazza Cavour and head under the arch
into Via Manzoni. This is the fashion district. The beautiful
Via della Spiga and Via Monte Napoleone are where most
of the famous shops are while the huge Emporio Armani is
next to Montenapoleone metro station. The actual fashion
houses and catwalks are closed to the public and often in a
different part of town.

Later on a walk down Via Brera, the pedestrian part of the
street is wher e you can
people in Milan are not big drinkers, bars tempt customers
in with the offer of free food - pasta, rice, small paninis etc.
Just order a drink and it is all you can eat, even in the
sunshine in cooler months.

For bigger more traditional Italian meals, like risotto, go to
the cobbled streets of Via Mercato/Corso Garibaldi where

exper

there are several restaurants. While a late night walk up
Corso Garibaldi to Corso Como will see plenty of bars and
buzzing nightclubs.

Piazza della Scala is the
famous opera houses. Cl ose
immense main square full of people and pigeons. The
Cathedral (Duomo) is so different in appearance to any
other church from the roof you have wonderful views of the
city. Nearby is the Galleria Emanuele Il a magical covered
walkway. It is an old tradition to walk into the centre of the
arcade and turn your heel 3 times in the private parts of the
bull mosaic in the floor for good luck!

.
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For a real special experience, walk along the Via Mercanti
and Via Dante and the stunningly different Castello

Sforzesco
payment only needed to access the museum. At the back
end of the castle lies the charming Parco Sempione.
Another attractive park is the Giardini Pubblici, which offers a
small but interesting national history museum and
planetarium.

Venice is not the only Italian city with picturesque waterways;
the Naviglio area of Milan is full with bars and restaurants on
both sides of 2 canals. Walking past the towering city gates
of the Porta Ticinese you should head up Corso di Porta
Ticinese until you come across another old city-gate like
structure; here is the ancient Basilica di San Lorenzo a
hotspot for the young of Milan to get together.

If you have a bit more time to spend, a short train journey will
take you to the beautiful town of Como, on the banks of the
famous Lake Como, where the green hills full dramatically
ipt% thecwgter. {tqu és far%oas oL ipeI cream ag \ge_ll as nga,
and here in Como both the ice cream, pizza and the
architecture are great!

Milan is a city that offers something for everyone and can be
walked around and enjoyed even in a short period of time. y’
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Prinsotel & Travel

Your Italian Inbound Tour Operator.

Specialised for all Italy, in:
Incentive tours.

Package tours throughout Italy with full services.

Special Interest Tours: e.g.
Battlefield Tours,
Pilgrimage Tours,

Motor Manufacturer Tours,

Glass Producer Tours,
Medical Tourism,
Architectural old/new, etc.

Concert tours for orchestras & choirs: we arrange all the venues for the performing group in: e.g.
hall s, senior citizens' homes, churches

Study Tours: e.g.
Wine & Cheese Production, Handcrafts & Inlaid Woodwork, Restaurants, Cruise and Steamer
bookings.

Accommodation in a variety of categories of hote
for FIT.

Prinsotel & Travel
180 Corso Italia, -8 0065 Sant o6 ItalynEl | o,
T.: ++39 081 807 11 13, F.: ++39 081 807 11 92
E.: info@prinsotel.com W.: www.prinsotel.com
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Airbus 380

DUBAI INTERNATIONAL
AIRPORT EXPANSION
PLANS At Dubai Interna-

. . tional Airport, passenger
Of AVlatlon numbers grew 8% in 2011

boosted by additional flights

The World

Gul f
4th busiest airport in terms of international passenger and
cargo traffic handled 51.0 million passengers last year up
from 47.2 million in 2010. The growth trend is set to
continue in 2012 with the two largest airlines, Emirates
and flydubai, to receive additional aircraft throughout the
year. The strongest passenger growth came from India, the
United Kingdom, Saudi Arabia, Pakistan, Qatar, Germany
and the United States. Dubai International Airport plans to
invest EUG5. 93 (UKA4.95) billio
boost its capacity from 60 million passengers a year to 90
million by 2018.

OPEN SKIES BETWEEN AUSTRALIA AND JAPAN

Australia and Japan have signed an open skies aviation
agreement that will allow Australian carriers to fly into smaller
Japanese airports. This comes as national airline; Qantas
looks to set up a low-cost airline partnership in Japan. The
deal allows unlimited flights between the 2 countries, including
to Tokyo's Haneda airport, and lifts capacity restrictions at
Tokyo's larger Narita Airport from 2013. It also makes it
possible for Australian airlines to fly beyond Japan to 3rd
countries for the 1st time, including key markets such as
China and Europe. Qantas, Japan Airlines and Mitsubishi
have announced plans to launch a new domestic airline -
Jetstar Japan - as part of the Australia's carrier's wide-ranging
overhaul to improve profitability. More than one million
people fly between Australia and Japan each year and
passenger numbers are forecast to grow by 25% by 2020.

WORLD ROUTE DEVELOPMENT FORUM PREPARES
FOR ABU DHABI LANDING The 18th World Route
Development Forum will take place from 29 September -2
October 2012. The event will be hosted by Abu Dhabi
Airports Company (ADAC) and supported by official
carrier Etihad Airways. World Routes is the largest global
event of its kind which this year will take place in Abu
Dhabi, the capital of the United Arab Emirates, one of the
most easily accessible and centrally located cities on
earth. These factors combined look set to make this event
the largest World Route Development Forum to date with
over 2,750 air service industry professionals expected to
attend. The event attracts all kinds of airlines with low-
cost, charter, regional and flag carriers all in attendance
and represented by delegates who are responsible for
making decisions on both new and existing routes.

NORWEGIAN PLACES LARGEST AIRCRAFT ORDER
IN EUROPEAN HISTORY Norwegian air shuttle claims
to have placed the largest order for delivery of new aircraft in

to the

European aviation history. The Oslo based carrier has
signed for delivery of a total of 222 new aircraft which has a
contract value at list prices of EU016.85, (UKE14) billion.
This is thought to be the largest single investment in Norway.
The order includes 122 aircraft from Boeing; 100 of the new
Boeing 737 max8 and 22 next-generation 737-800.

At &rdnsportehgh. Tmé s wonm i a glgrwegian has also signed an agreement with airbus which

includes firm orders of a total of 100 airbus a320neo as well

as purchase rights for an additional 50. Thisis Nor we g i

1st aircraft purchase from airbus.

HONG KONG AIRLINES ALL CLUB Hong Kong
Airlines has taken delivery of its first all Club Class Airbus
A330-200 passenger aircraft in time for the launch of the
London route, and the first of 30 Airbus A320s to operate
within Asia. From 8 March, Hong Kong Airlines will launch

i ra dadlyinonpstop service hgivee@ns.ondan and ldong Kong,

featuring a unique all Club Class seating configuration on
the route. Each of these ultra-modern aircraft will showcase
2 premium cabins: 6Cl ub
Clubs have been created to
signature service with an ambient experience in a spacious
environment, extensive coverage of WIFI service, stunning
sky bars, superior limousine service and state-of-the-art
entertainment system.

AIR ASIA ENDS EUROPEAN FLIGHTS Air Asia will
end flights to Europe because of high fuel prices and weak
demand. The carrier's cheap long-haul associate airline, Air
Asia, will instead focus on new routes and expanding in its
core markets of Australia and East Asia. Air Asia will end
its flights to India in February and stop flying to London and
Paris after the end of March. The airline blames the slow
European economy, the continuing Euro zone debt crisis
and o6pollutingd taxes.

BA TO RESUME LIBYA FLIGHTS FROM MAY British
Airways plans to resume flights to Tripoli 3 times a week
from 1st May 2012. The return of services between London
Heathrow and Tripoli follows a thorough security review in
conjunction with the UK Government and the Libyan authorities.

COPA AIRLINES ADDS DESTINATIONS IN THE
AMERICAS Copa Airlines will begin a non-stop service in
June 2012 from Panama to 4 new destinations; Recife,
Brazil; Liberia (Guanacaste), Costa Rica; Las Vegas,
Nevada; and the island of Curacao. Passengers who
depart or connect to these new flights through Copa's Hub
of the Americas at Tocumen International Airport will have
access to a network of 63 destinations in 29 countries in
North, Central and South America, and the Caribbean. As
part of the airline's strategic plan, Copa Airlines will add 10
new Boeing 737-800s Next Generation aircraft this year, for
a total of 83 aircraft. y
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IT&CM China 2012
17 - 19 April 2012 | 20125§4817-198

Shanghai World Expo Exhibition & Convention Center
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& uality Leads

of 2011 exhlbltors expect 10 recelve orders over
the next 612 months
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New Participants

50% of the buyers were new to the show
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The Right Choice

Exhibitors choose IT&CM China to

+ Generate New Sales Leads

+ Promote company, products and services
* Network

+ Stay Competitive

And IT&CM China delivers!
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MICE ... Business Minds
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Bringing Together Chinese and International MICE Exhibitors
& Buyers In One Dynamic Marketplace
CREHLUBGEMCERER MERARITE—RRNFENTE

“The networking sessions were very constructive.
| made several potential business contacts.”
Chong Yang Fee | Singapore Alive Pte. Ltd., Singapore
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“I met my objectives. Very well-focused show!

The appointments were almost all good matches.”
Kevin Mead 1 IGAF Worldwide, United States of America
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i I | ITE&CM China 2012 is proud to be part of the Shanghai Business Events Week.
" '.SH,A!IGN!A’S Where The MICE Indusary Comes Together In Shanghal, i An Exciing Week OF Bosness, Bducation and Networking Bvents
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VISIT LAOS YEAR 2012 The
Lao government has approved
EUGS5 7 0 (UKE4D3,500) for the

ASIAN

Siladen Island, Indonesia

The document has determined 50 main tourist destinations
nati onwi de, as well as 88 6stra
222 destinations that to be developed further by 2025. Last

WO R L D OVisit Laos Year year, foreign tourist arrivals to the island were slightly above

The money will mostly be used to the governmentods target of 2.7

launch a global publicity campaign. 10.57% from 2,493,058 people in 2010. Culture has become

The funds will enable Laos to attend international travel trade Bali 6s char aurtiesrm sd a e lfooprmetnd .
events to promote the country and invite the worldwide way of life is something that attracts many tourists. Tourists
media to visit. The Lao people have also been requested to are also interested to come to Bali even when it is located
act as ambassadors ofthei r countryos cultureutasiddaratdhei eetre of tourism
and to display the warmth and hospitality that greatly comprises Singapore, Malaysia and Thailand and this is
contribute to Laosd reputationthasnksa tsouighe iasltandOotso wrnjisgtue
destination. While many tourists appreciate the natural sure this culture is sustainable, instead of fading. 742,500
beauty and peacefulness of Laos, there still needs to be Foreign tourist arrivals came to Indonesia in December 2011,
more information about the country. Laos held its 1st Visit up by 12.47% from December 2012. In total, 7.65 million
Laos Year in 1999-2000. foreign tourists came to Indonesia throughout 2011, which
BRIGHTER FUTURE FOR JAPAN Japan had a bad was up _by 9:24% from 2010._F0reign exchangelincome from
year after the March 2011 earthquake and tsunami that put th_e_ tourism |ndustryowa§ estimated to be E U 0.5 (UKE5.4)
the countryés tourism industry b'\l'oﬁ‘Pgollalajoeé’wgwhﬁf&h?nc}hatgf qlq'al that
coninues until today. But JapandSHANGHAI BLANG TG RBE GEeBALRMB, HUB BY
Trade and Industry is determined to put the island nation 20050f ficials from the city of Sh
back on the map as a premium destination for luxury travel. planning agency have announced plans to make the city a
Starting with a new business jet terminal at Narita global hub for renminbi transactions by 2015. The plan,
International Airport, authorities hope to reposition Japan as jointly published by Chinads Nat
a must-visit destination for top-end travellers, focusing on 4 Commission and the Shanghai government, laid out a series
unique destinations: Kyoto, Okinawa, Kanazawa and of smaller goals. This will have a positive effect of tourism
Naoshima. The new business jet terminal will provide a and allow for the Yuan and RMB to work side by side.
dedicated space for private jet travellers to go through arrival HA LONG BAY BOATS DO NOT HAVE TO BE
formal_ities, With_its own departure slot and parking apron, PAINTED WHOLLY WHITE More than 500 tourist boats
when it opens t.h's spring. . . . in Ha Long Bay will be decorated with white details instead of
Features will include private arrival desks, a helicopter . : :
huttle service that will whisk ngers to central Tokyo in being repainted white totally
shuttie service tha SK Passengers to central 1 okyo sector . Changing the colour of

20 minutes, and a web portal where visitors can book jet
departure or arrival slots online. In addition, Kansai
International Airport in Osaka and Chubu International Airport
in Nagoya are now equipped to receive private jets all year
round, 24 hours a day, making Japan even more accessible
for visitors arriving in their own aircraft. New hotels including
Ritz-Carlton properties in Kyoto (Feb 2014) and Okinawa
(May 2012), a Four Seasons in Kyoto (Feb 2014) and an
Aman resort in Tokyo (2014) are set to open over the next 2
years. The development of an environment for luxury travel
will provide a chance for new employment and activities for
mid-size businesses and young designers and creators.

BALI 6S NEW TOURI SM MHeSBRIE R
administration is to draft a master plan on the development

of the isl andds tourism industry
measures to improve the sector. The master plan would
include 4 main issues: tourism industry development,
destination development, tourism marketing strategy and
institutional management. The master plan will refer to the
national master plan, which stipulates goals and long-term
strategies to develop tourism at the national level.

white was one of the necessary moves to improve local
tourism and cr eaHalLomg BaynHowevef, ac e 0
after huge local complaints due to time constraints and
financing such a task, the local authorities said that it had not
meant to set white as a uniform colour for local tourist boats,
so it di dnot regul at e é¢edtvbenuch
and that local businesses can devise their own styles. Brown
is still the main colour; white is only added as a decoration.
Since the colour of Ha Long
tourism and the country the change needed serious
consideration. To create a synchronised brand name for the
boats, local authorities will consider more carefully what
Ppdrcénbdge of a boat needs to be in white. The move came
also as the bay was named on the preliminary list of 7 new
t maturam@ahderso of tthe world Byt theg Switzerland-based
New7Wonders Foundation last November. However, soon
after the order was made, local businesses objected to it
saying it would cost them too much, while tourists said local
authorities should focus on improving services instead of
changing the unique brown colour of local boats. y

B a

6



BEIJING INTERNATIONAL
TOURISM EXPO 2012

9TH INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITION FOR BUSINESS & LEISURE TOURISM

BITE

China National Convention Centre, Beijing China

15-17 June 2012 (Friday to Sunday)
www.bitechina.com.cn

Learning & showcase opportunities in abundance!

» A value-added platform to showcase and effectively market your destinations and travel
products; Stay updated of the latest industry trends and developments through the
comprehensive line-up of forums, presentations and seminars.

Focused platform teeming with
business networking opportunities!

Forge new business relationships and enhance your business
interaction with our wide pool of key local and international
buyers.

o B.2B Industry Por ‘.‘i? (www.tourism-gateway.com

A formidable channel for industry professionals to interact,
network, share and discuss the most up-to-date trends and
developments of the travel and tourism industry. Incorporating
the formidable online Pre-Scheduled Appointment (PSA)
system, our exhibitors can schedule meetings and
appointments, gain new business contacts and form key
alliances with our wide pool of local and international buyers.

Booking & Reservation enquiries

Contact Person: Ms Vivi He
Tel: (65) 6278 8666 | Fax: (65) 6278 4977 | E-mail: vivi@cems.com.sg
Hosted Buyers enquiries

Contact Person: Ms Ruby Liu
Tel: (86) 10 8447 6820 | Fax: (86) 10 8447 6822 | E-mail: ruby@cemschina.com.cn

Organiser International Organisers
— ==
=S
_—t——e )
Beijing Municipal Commission CEMS (Beijing) Conference Conference & Exhibition Management
of Tourism Development & Exhibition Co., Ltd Services Pte Lid (CEMS)

www.tourismaroundtheworld.co.uk



15 PLACES TO GO IN 2012
There are always some places that
attract or do more than any other
destination to receive visitors in a
given year. 2012 will see some
destinations attract more attention
and be a must visit destination.
TOURISM AROUND THE WORLD Monthly, 62612 Must
Visitbdéd is mwvvbshgéa reason
1. London, Great Britain: The Queen! The Olympics!
Charles Dickens turns 200!

This year London is preparing for the pomp and
circumstance of the Olympic Games, the Diamond Jubilee
celebration of the Que e adshe
200 years of the famous British writer Charles Dickens. New
stadiums, public spaces and shopping centres are emerging
and re-building the east of the city, while on the western
edge a 137-room Waldorf Astoria has opened on a 400-acre

Tourism
News

The Saviour, El Salvador,

gorillas, and this year there are more opportunities to spot
the elusive creatures. Beyond up-close gorilla encounters,
Uganda is also the source of the Nile, boasts mountains that
are among the highest in Africa - the Mountains of the Moon
in Rwenzori Mountains National Park - and offers formidable
white-water rapids for those who dare to try them!

6. La Havana, Cuba: The Cuban capital -wi t hi n
reach.

A growing number of companies now have licenses to
operate trips to Cuba, including National Geographic
Expeditions, and the Centre for Cuban Studies. There are
also more flights from around the world, connecting Cuba
with the rest of the world.

6 0t h7. Glamgow, Sootland: Neav Stottish ovategfront. B
cEUW8Eow(rilkoAZ 8 ht

Scotl andds 2nd
museum designed by Zaha Hadid to go with its new
harbour and river promenade. The Riverside Museum is
housed in a stunning building, with a 3,000-piece collection

Amer i

estate near Heathrow Airport. devoted to Glasgowbds rich shi
2. Panama: The Gateway! past. Its location, along the River Clyde, was once home to

12 years ago Panama regained control of its canal, and the many shipyards, and considered the economic heart of
countryos economy is ever boomiGlasgow. Buhwhendhg pdustry left, the aren stagnated -
City, is full of skyscrapers ardatilnmbdernity. The new 6United

States-Panama6 free trade
accelerate an even greater exchange of international
people and money with investors flooding to the country. A
major development project is the Panama Canal itself,
which is in the early stages of a multibillion-euro expansion.
The project will widen and deepen the existing canal and
add 2 |l ocks, doubl i nagd ctuisieg
capaci t vy . Compl etion is
year anniversary.

3. Myanmar: Back on the tourist map after being off-limits
for years.

With renowned cultural treasures, world-class boutique
hotels and deserted beaches, Myanmar has long been high
on adventure
away in protest of
this is changing and the country is back on the global
tourism map.

4. Tokyo, Japan: With tourists slowing returning - there is
greater opportunities for those who do.

Following the devastation of the earthquake, tsunami and
nuclear disaster, Japan is slowing returning to the tourist
map. It may not be the top destination for many at present,
but for those who do go there have the added bonuses of
no crowds, greater accessibility and the same welcoming
people with its rich culture and traditions.

5. Uganda: Attractive and Magical.

Stability and sustainabl e
Uganda is still considered one of the more stable countries
in sub-Saharan Africa. The country is best known to tourists
as the home of half of the

agreeme

expec-t ed

travell ersoé wish
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Vietnam, H Long Bay.
8. Ha Long Bay, Vietnam: New ways to visit a natural

I vlvogqersin SOU@garSt ASiaé r.s m t ed
Bay J|s a stag erinab seascape i 9,80 fnestohe

Ha_ Lon
iglatntfj%s and 'isltetgiF\ the"Gulf of T%r%(i'n, "Rfiried ove? Millions
of years. The Unesco World Heritage site was provisionally
named one of t he worl dés
Largely untouched by humans and topped with thick jungle
flora, the rock formations rise dramatically in conical peaks
and pillars from the surrounding waters, which feature
offshore coral reefs, freshwater swamps, mangrove forests
and sandy beaches.

9. Antarctica: Still remote and exotic.

Ités the 100th anniversary
Marking the achievement of these global explorers is a
reminder of our continued fascination with a region that

t 0 U T Enfails stifl & $enbtd, Exoticahd elota@ve &s it dvér fids.)
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Post Cards From Greece.

15 PLACES TO GO IN 2012

Tourism

10. Florence, ltaly: A Renaissance

city gets a contemporary kick.
NEVERM sV nce 2009, Florer

Matteo Renzi, has championed
efforts to build a fun living city that celebrates its rich
history and historic riches. This has resulted in an arts
scene inside various medieval palazzi, ancient landmarks
restored and reopened to the public for the first time in
decades and restaurants abandoning traditional Tuscan
stapl es for sophisticated
stock of refined hotel offerings has also been elevated by
the opulent new St. Regis Florence, which opened in a
palatial riverside palazzo in May, and the Grand Hotel Villa
Cora, another 5* hotel near the Boboli Gardens.

11. Moganshan, China: Luxury in the former mountain
hideaway of Shanghai

For much of the early 20th century, Moganshan, a bamboo-
covered mountain about 3 hours from Shanghai, served as a
tranquil retreat for the elite. After a lull, the past decade has
seen foreigners
transforming old villas into homes and guesthouses. And in
late 2011, the mountain went upscale with two new luxury
properties. The 121-room eco-resort Naked Stables features
tree-top villas with Jacuzzis set on balconies overlooking the
mountains, and African-i nspi r ed 6earth
environmentally friendly rammed-earth walls. Set on a tea
plantation, the 40-room Le Passage Moganshan takes its
inspiration from
century-old recycled wood floors and a magnificent garden
planted with 12,000 rose bushes.

12. Koh Rong, Cambodia: A string of islands - an
undiscovered Asian paradise.

Beyond the temples at Angkor Cambodia has a lot else to
offer. One possibility is the Koh Rong Archipelago, whose
main island is a 30-minute boat ride from the coastal town of
Sihanoukville. Until recently there was no place to stay on
this string of islands, but that is about to change when the
Song Saa resort opens this year.

13. Vienna, Austria: Moder n art
imperial capital.

Viennads museum
and is ready for visitors. July marks the 150th birthday of its
native son Gustav Klimt, the Vienna Secessionist master
whose dreamily erotic gold-leaf paintings have become some
o f moderni smdés most popul ar
range of exhibitions throughout 2012, more of his pieces will
be on display in one place than ever before.

cont

repopul ating

Moganshanés

Sspruces

14. South Korea: Gol f 6s new home in

South Korea is redefining just how luxurious golf resorts can
be. With many opening their doors recently, it is taking a
golfing holiday to a new dimension. The most prestigious is
Haesley Nine Bridges, just outside Seoul, with a clubhouse
covered by a huge, sinuous web of wooden beams.

Dilos Island, Greece.

15. Dilos-Greece: The land of Gods and Myths
Located at the centre of the Cyclades islands in the Aegean
Sea, Delos has 2 major claims to fame; it is the birthplace of
the Greek gods Apollo (the god of music and sun) and his
M &Mn sistey Artgmis(die geddegsofhynting, wild animals, and
fertility) and it was the place after which the Delian League
was named because the treasury for the league was kept at
Delos. This dry uninhabited archaeological island site held
great commercial importance for both the Greeks and

h u R@m@ns ag @ tragding poryy The gxtensive ruins and museum

are a must to visit. Access is by boat from the neighbouring
island of Mykonos; the famous Greek island for jetsetters.

h iISsQVENIA ¢ THIMNK 'SMALL h THiMK LIGHW i- THINK
GREEN The Virus SW ultra light plane has set out from
Slovenia on a two-month journey around the world. Weighing
merely 290kgs, this plane, which uses a minimum amount of
fuel, was constructed by the Slovenian manufacturer,
Pipistrel, a recurrent winner of the NASA award for top
energy-efficient planes. Sustainable development in all fields
is a priority of Slovenia, which, although one of the smaller
European countries, invites the entire international
community to become even more devoted to protecting the
environment and solving the problem of climate change,
propecting localtcultures Gusd friendlier social relations. From
Slovenia, across Africa to North and South America and the

s ¢ e n eransfoangtionu n d e Angarctic @end @ver tb Australia and Asia, over Mount Everest

and India and back home again, the plane will be piloted by
Mat evg Lenar | il a
protectionist.

As i

, biologist,
T h e willprégllaolyt postttast e v ¢
( a fmpressionpabaoutsthe jowney atmavw. Wasldgreenflight.@om.


http://www.worldgreenflight.com/

Slovenia, Bled Island.

MEXICO CONTINUES STRONGLY
INTO 2012 The Mexico Tourism
Board is predicting 52 million tourists
will visit Mexico in 2012 after a strong

Tourism
NeWS 2011. Hotels in many of the top tourist
destinations from Cancun to Los

Cabos saw a significant increase in occupancy compared to
last year's winter break. Following the launch in September
2011 of a EUG 19, ( tikok laévrtising campaign,
SECTUR, the Mexican Ministry of Tourism, reported that the
number of air arrivals in December 2011 was up 13%
compared to the same period in 2010. More than 1.07 million
international travellers visited Mexico in December 2011, a
record for the month. In addition to an increase of visitors from
the U.S. (10.6%) and Canada (9.1%), Mexico received
significant year on year increases from Spain (6%), ltaly
(10.5%), Argentina (21.4%), and France (12.4%). A key focus
for the Mexico Tourism Board in 2012 will be to capitalise on,
celebrate and promote the start of the new Mayan calendar
with a strong awareness campaign aimed at promoting travel
to the 5 states that comprise the Mayan World, including
Quintana Roo, Campeche, Tabasco, Chiapas and the
Yucatan. This further reinforces the Mexican government's
goals of aggressively driving a diversified tourism strategy to
achieve its goal of ranking amongst the world's top 5 tourism
destinations by 2015.

QUI TO ATTRACT I NThrough@iRtie épast 10
years, Quito has improved its facilities with luxury hotels and
world class restaurants. As a result, the city has been able to
increase by 200% the number of events it has hosted.
Moreover, Quito will be able to offer a top rate airport by the
end of 2012. Quito’s heritage buildings complement the
city’s value as venues: monasteries, churches and museums
have hosted meetings, seminaries and cocktails. These
unigue experiences add to the quality of the events held in
Quito, the first ever World Heritage Site. During 2011 more
than 90 events were held in the city, which carried along with
them more than 26,000 business tourists, generating
approxmat el y EUG27.5 (UKA23) mi
of Ecuador. Quito’s new airport is being built in Tababela,
25kms away from the city. The airport will occupy 1,500
hectares and will manage 44 operations per hour. The Quito
Airport will have parking for 20 airplanes and more than 50
counters to attend visitors. The airport construction is being
made according to the IATA normative, which certifies high
technology and the best quality of services.

ROYAL CARIBBEAN INTERNATIONAL ANNOUNCES
CARIBBEAN AND PANAMA CANAL CRUISES Royal

Caribbean International has announced the Vision of the
Seas 6 wi fil3 @aribbeardsgadon. The seasonal

itineraries are destination rich and visit smaller Caribbean
i slands |l ess frequented by
Guests can choose from 19 Caribbean and Panama Canal
cruises, ranging in duration from 10 to 15 nights, sailing from
the seasonal homeport of Port Everglades in Fort
Lauderdale, Florida.

Vision of the Seas features two acres of glass walls, offering
guests sweeping views of the Caribbean and the landscapes
surrounding the Panama Canal. Guests can try their hand at
the shipbdbsmbiomk walls for
highest point or choose to relax in the Vision Day Spa.
Younger guests willbe entertai ned i n the c¥F
winning Adventure Ocean and teen programme, with
scheduled activities throughout the day. In the evenings,
guests can enj oy t lwening Broadveag
style musicals and unwind in the multiple onboard bars and
lounges. Royal Caribbean International is a global cruise
brand with 22 innovative ships, calling on more than 270
destinations in 72 countries across six continents. The line
also offers unique cruise tour land packages in Alaska,
Canada, Dubai, Europe, and Australia and New Zealand.

BAHAMAS AIMS FOR MARKETPLACE IN 2013 The
Bahamas could be the host of the Caribbean Hotel and
Tourism Association's (CHTA) Caribbean Marketplace
summit again in 2013. Previously held on the island
successful, its bid to again host the summit has been met
positively. The Caribbean as a destination still continues to
face several challenges. Mainly relating to airlift, reasonably
priced airlift, and challenges with the air passenger duty on
all travel from the UK. This year's conference boasted over
12,000 pre-scheduled appointments, with an increase of 500
compared to last year. The Caribbean Marketplace
conference is the premier marketing event of the Caribbean
hospitality industry, matching buyers and suppliers through a
computerised programme of appointments.

CAYMAN ISLANDS GOES FOR 2012 TOURISM The
Cayman Islands Department of Tourism is anticipating a
strong 2012 following a good year in 2011. Cayman was

i Wwigd hess Carikbeag destinationtby rearly 359,000 yoters

recently and has also picked up several honourable
mentions in multiple categories, including Best Snorkeling,
Friendliest Destination and Best Beach Bar in a number of
publications. The Department of Tourism reported that 2011
figures were up by 10-30% year-on-year. Room nights and
average daily rate have also increased. MICE tourism has
become important for the Cayman Islands, while during
times when the destination is at low season, sporting events
have had a positive impact. y
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Bahamas, The Atlantis.

SHOWCASING THE CARIBBEAN
At the 30th edition of the Caribbean
Travel Marketplace which was held
at the Atlantis, Paradise Island from
22nd to 24th January 2012

by Pamela McCourt Francescone

The Caribbean Travel Marketplace, organized by the
Caribbean Hotel & Tourism Association (CHTA), which is the
region's premiere marketing event, this year, posted a 17%
increase in buyer companies with 142 in attendance, 11 of
which were from Russia. There was also an increase in
buyer delegates which totalled 344 against the 314 of 2011.

"This marks the 30th consecutive year that CHTA has held
the event. It remains the regions most important and largest
marketing event and the single most important CHTA benefit
for our hotel members, 0 sai
CHTA. AThe Caribbean Travel
business-to-business marketing event for the Caribbean
hotel and tourism industry and at the event hoteliers, tourism
providers and wholesalers from around the world scheduled
12,250 appointments over the course of the two-day event
up from 11,880 appointments

ATour i s niisithe faktestyway to create jobs, grow the
economy and generate income for al | , 0 said
AThrough our
have now run this tourism promotion and awareness

d

a dmeo dausy Is Keyo-gve a m

Looking five years ahead the Minister Vanderpool-Wallacer
said investments are being made in infrastructure and
training for Bahamians.
Pindling International Airport began in 2010, and by the time
it is completed next year, we will have a new airport with
someEUG311, (MiKIAI2I5®) i
advancement in the development of the islands and island
groups outside of Nassau-Paradise Island which receives the
majority of our visitors, although it comprises less than 2% of
the land mass of The Islands Of The Bahamas. There are 15
other major islands and island groups that we will develop to
host increasing numbers of visitors.0

AiThe

nvested.

CHTA

Josef Forstmayr, president of
Mar ket place is the requisite
n 2011.0
Forstmayr .
0 The four pillars of the
Mrs. Pamela McCourt-Francescone and
H.E. The Minister Vincent Vanderpool-Wallace.
The largest development currently underway in _the
Bahamas, ezpeaed to cast ERD2 .07 Ove (I WKA2. 20)

campaign in eleven countries.
Tourism is Key campaign are: advocacy with governments

and citizens, linkages of tourism into local industry, agriculture

and services, regional integration, which means improved
airlift and less bureaucracy for regional travel, and regional
marketing.

ATourism spending is dropping.

EUG3.80, (UKA3.16) bill
of our strongest markets, the UK, is suffering from the APD tax
whi ch, in Mar c h is set to

passenger on departures to the Caribbean. Given the
historical ties between the Caribbean countries and the UK we
are pressing strongly for a revision of this tax. Over the last
three years arrivals from the UK have dropped by 23%: which
means we received 90,000

Cruise arrivals are the largest contributor to the increased
number of arrivals to the Bahamas, which totalled 5.6 million
in 2011 (+7% on 2010) and are expected to rise further this
year . ALast year more than
were welcomed to our country, and 70% of these were on

al-Bahamas crui seso, s a i-Wallade,
Minister of Tourism for The Islands of the Bahamas.
AArrivals from the United

year totalled 890,227, a drop of 5.5% over the previous year,
while from Europe the trend was positive with a 1.9%
increase and a total of 64,

ion in

ri s 2014t ghe Easinoressyrt,

f ewer

r ethee BabaeMar, works an iwhich thasrstattesh ary aver haff rae

mile of white-sand beaches near Nassau. Due to open in
whidh KVilB bg the elargest
destination resort in the Caribbean, will feature hotels by
some of t he vieading dodarsds including Hyatt,
Sheraton, Nicklaus, Mondrian and Rosewood. y

British visitors each year. o

3.3 mi |l lion cruise passengers

a marketing & representation company in
ncent

854

Vi irisf M 9.2k and exhibitions.

st at e s\\Wwhbhmhinternational.co.uk ast

visitorsod www.tourismaroundtheworld.co.uk
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